
Plate Tectonics Review Puzzle (+5 extra credit points) 

 
1. The type of scientist that studies earthquakes. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  
                                     1                    
2. Alfred Wegener’s theory that the continents used to be joined together as one supercontinent called Pangaea, and have  
 

since moved to their present locations. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                                                                                              14 

3. When an older, denser tectonic plates sinks beneath another. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
             3 

4. The large, collapsed crater of a shield or composite volcano. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                               10                                                                     
5. Medium sized rock fragments released by a volcano. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 

                 11        
6. The most destructive type of seismic wave. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                 16                          
7. The region of Earth where most earthquakes and volcanoes occur. ___ ___ ___ ___    ___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                                     4          
8. The most dangerous part of a volcanic eruption, due to its speed and temperature. Consists of a cloud of superhot 

dense gases and rock fragments. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                                                          7                           
9. The type of fault most likely found at a convergent boundary. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                                6                                    
10. Oceanic-continental subduction can create this type of landform. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                   2                 
11. The spot on the surface directly above an earthquake’s focus. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 

                                                                                     5         
12. This type of seismic wave can only travel through solids. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  
                              13              
13. This type of plate boundary is where new crust forms. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___        

                 8                  
14. This type of plate boundary is where two plates slide past each other. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                                            9                                                  
15. Scientists believe this is the driving force behind plate tectonics. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 

                                                     18 
16. Oceanic-oceanic subduction can create this type of landform. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 

                   15 
17. Continental-continental collision forms this type of mountain range. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 

          17 
18. This measurement describes the strength of an earthquake. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 

            12    
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 What did one tectonic plate say to another when they bumped into each other? 

 
___’ ___   ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ,    ___ ___     w ___ ___     ___ ___     ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ! 
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